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EC: Scrutiny of
citizenship only

for deletions

rl“‘he EC has told SC that :
scrutiny of citizenship :
under SIR is limited to ensu-
ring deletion of non-citizens
from rolls, does not extend to
termination of citizenship.
Senior advocate Rakesh
Dwivedl told the court the
commission is entitled to ex-
amine whether a person is
an Indian citizen. P16




SIR scrutiny only
for voter rolls, not
deportation: EC

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Election Com-
mission on Tuesday told
Supreme Court that scruti-
ny of citizenship during
SIR of voter lists was only
meant toensuredeletion of
non-citizens from electoral
rolls and did not extend to
termination of citizenship
or deportation.

EC, through senior advo-
cate Rakesh Dwivedi, told a
bench of Chief Justice Su-
ryaKantand Justice Joyma-
lya Bagchi that Article 326
of the Constitution mandat-
ed that only Indian citizens
were entitled to be included
in the electoral rolls.

For this purpose and
this alone, EC was entitled
to inquire and conclude
whether a person was an
Indian citizen, entitling
him to be a voter. “If a per-
son is found not to be a citi-
zen of India by EC, then his
name will either not be in-
cluded in the voterlist or, if
it is there, then it would be
struck off,” he said.

Dwivedi said no person
with a shadow of doubt over
citizenship could be includ-
ed in the voter list. However,
such a determination by the
Electoral Registration Offi-
cer (ERO) would not auto-
matically resultin adeclara-
tion that s/he was not a citi-
zen of India — which was
the domain of the compe-
tentauthorities. “The ERO’s
conclusion about a voter’s
citizenship being doubtful
and theresultantremoval of
his name from the voter list

12

ERO's conclusion that a voter's
citizenship was doubtful would
not automatically resultin a
declaration that s/he was not a
citizen of India, EC said

can be set aside by a court of
law only if it finds that the
procedure adopted for such
determination was per-
verse and illegal,” he said.

“Under the SIR exer-
cise, the citizenship of an
individual for the purposes
of Citizenship Act, 1955,
will not terminate on ac-
count of the fact that he/
she is held to be ineligible
for registration in the elec-
toralrolls,” EC said.

Since the documents
that could be used to estab-
lish citizenship were with-
in a person knowledge, the
burden of proof lay with
the individual, itsaid.

Dwivedi said when
doubtsaroseaboutanelect-
ed representative’s citizen-
ship, the President or the
governor was constitution-
ally bound by EC’s opinion
on whether the MP or MLA
had incurred disqualifica-
tion over being a non-citi-
zen. This meant EC had the
power to inquire into citi-
zenship of MPs or MLAs if
doubts arose, he said.

Arguments in the mat-
ter will resume Thursday.
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Divisional Commissioner Holds
Meeting with Political Parties on

Discussion on draft
voter list and intensive
revision process,
focus on error-free
electoral roll

FAIR REPORT

Chittorgarh. In Chittor-
garh district, a meeting
was held regarding the
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of voter lists. Divi-
sional Commissioner
Pragya Keval Ramani met
representatives of recog-
nised political parties and
informed them that the
final voter list will be pub-
lished on February 14.The
meeting was held on Tues-
day at the committee hall,
where issues related to the
draft voter list and the
Special Intensive Revision

SIR, Final Voter List on February 14

programme were dis-
cussed. Representatives of
political parties shared
their problems and sug-
gestions, and officials as-
sured timely solutions.
The Divisional Commis-
sioner said that all politi-
cal parties have been ac-
tively involved in the in-
tensive voter revision
process from the begin-
ning. Guidelines issued by
the Election Commission
have also been shared
through online links. She
said that preparing a
clean, accurate and error-
free voter list is a shared
responsibility, so that no
eligible voter 1is left out.
She asked party repre-
sentatives to report any
doubts, objections or mis-

takes on time so that cor-
rections can be made be-
fore the final publication.
Additional District Collec-
tor Prabha Gautam in-
formed the meeting about
the work completed so far
under the Special Intensive
Revision programme in the
district.

The Divisional Commis-
sioner also interacted with
three Booth Level Officers
(BLOs) from the Chittor-
garh and Begun assembly
constituencies and re-
viewed their role in the
draft voter list publication
and ground-level work.
Sub-Divisional Officer
Binu Deval, along with rep-
resentatives of recognised
political parties, was pre-
sent at the meeting.
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